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Watercolour Pencils : What will I need?
There are all sorts of makes and types of watercolour pencils, but they all
do the same thing. You can use them dry for subtle pictures, or add water
to bring out their full intensity and depth of colour. They are really just
watercolour paint on a stick!
The pencils often come in tins of 16, 24, 32 or more colours, and I would
suggest you start with 24 or more to give you a good range to work with.
Derwent Pencils make all kinds of watercolour pencils, and I personally
like the Inktense range, which are coloured inks in pencil form. They
produce bright and intense colours and are waterproof when dry.
You will also need
watercolour paper
to work on, and a
small (size 6 or 8)
watercolour brush
with a good point.

Helpful Hint:
When using pencils from a tin, always put
them straight back into their own slot after
you use them.
Keep the colours you are using protruding
from the tin as shown here so that you can
find them quickly and easily.

1

Make a Colour Chart
The first thing to do before we can start to use your pencils is to make a
colour chart. This is a very important step and will show you exactly what
the colours look like when wet and when dry. It’s important when making a
colour chart that you keep the colours in the same order as they are in the
tin, so that you can find them easily when you come to draw.
Step 1. Take the first pencil from your tin
and rub a section of colour down hard
onto some watercolour paper. Replace
the pencil and take the next one and do
the same with it, making a patch of
colour just below the first. Continue
through your tin of colours, making a
colour patch from each pencil in turn.
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Step 2. Now wet a brush with
clean water and wash over half of
the first dry colour, teasing the
colour out across the paper. Wash
out your brush and repeat this
process for all the colours
Step 3. Finally clearly label each
colour swatch with the number and
name of the pencil.
Watch me do this on
video 1
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Colouring in
In this still life project you will learn a number of useful watercolour pencil
techniques, and you will also paint a completed picture along the way.
Follow along with the step-by-step instructions and watch the videos
where shown.

Step 1. Either copy this outline drawing freehand, or use steps 1-4 to trace
it down onto watercolour paper. You will need to use watercolour paper
when using these pencils, as any other drawing paper just soaks the wet
colour in and cockles.
If you are drawing this outline freehand, then keep it quite small, about
15cm (6 inches) square.
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Tracing the drawing
Step 2. Print off the outline drawing and
then trace over the lines using tracing paper
and a sharp pencil. (You can save a bit of
work here by printing straight onto tracing
paper).
3
2
Turn the tracing paper over, and scribble
over the lines with a blue watercolour
pencil as shown here (2).
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Step 3. Lay the tracing paper down onto
your watercolour paper (blue scribbled side
down) and draw firmly over the pencil lines
once more to produce a blue watercolour
pencil drawing on the paper. (4)

Step 5. Now pick a blue pencil that is midway between dark and light (look at your
colour chart for this), and begin to colour in
the background areas. Don’t scribble up
and down, but fill the areas in by making
parallel lines all drawn in the same
direction.
Some of these pencil lines will still be seen
in the final painting.
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Step 6. Continue filling in
the background until it
looks like this.
Remember, some of your
pencil marks will still be
there in the finished
painting, so pay attention
to the way you put them
down.
The colours will become
more intense and darker
when you add water to
them.
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Step 7. Now finish
the background by
colouring in areas
with other blue,
grey and green
pencils.
Refer to the
finished painting
on page 10 for
help with this.
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Step 8. Using
warmer colours
(reds, oranges,
yellows and
browns), shade in
the jugs and fruit
that make up the
still life.
Refer to the
finished painting
on page 10 to see
which colours go
where.

Step 9. Finally
colour in the table
top.
Now you’re ready to
do the magical bit
and add the water!
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Step 10. Dip a small watercolour brush (size 6 or 8) into clean
use it to dampen over a small area of colour. See how vivid
becomes and how you can erase some but probably not all of
lines. Leaving these in gives the painting character and texture.
Dampen one area at a time and wash the brush out between
avoid muddying them.

water and
the colour
the drawn
colours to

Watch me do this on
video 2
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More techniques
Your painting should look quite finished by now, but here are some extra
techniques that will help to really enhance it.

Getting dark darks
Try this technique out on some scrap watercolour paper before adding it
to your painting.
Wet a small area of
paper with clean water,
and then scribble over
this
area
with
a
coloured pencil. See
how the water dissolves
the pigment and allows
you to make really dark
marks.
Now apply this technique to your painting.
Step 11. Wet any areas that need to be darkened and then use your pencils
to add those juicy darks.

Watch me do all these techniques
on video 3
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Paint straight from
the pencil
Step 12. To paint thin dark
lines, and to add tiny dark
details, just use your pencil
like a paint pan, and take
colour straight from it with a
wet brush.

Thin dark lines added here with the tip
of the brush.

Speckling
Step 13. Try this out first on
some scrap paper. Wet an area
of paper, and then scrape tiny
shards of colour from a pencil
onto it using a sharp knife.
Add speckles to some parts of
your painting.
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Creating shadows

Step 14. Scribble down a patch of
blue, a patch of brown and a patch
of purple onto some paper, and
then use a wet brush to mix
various shadow colours from these
patches. Apply these thin colours
to your painting to make shadows.
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Using the pencils dry

1

Here’s a second project
that provides one last
technique – using the dry
pencils over a wet and
dried wash to create a
hairy texture. Use this
technique for such things
as hair, or fur or even
grass.
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Step 1. Draw a rough
outline for the bear and
then scribble on some
fur using an ochre
coloured pencil. Use a
red-brown pencil for the
feet and nose.
Step 2. Wash over
these areas with a
damp brush
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Step 3. Darken some
areas with a second
wash, using any of the
techniques learned in
the still life project. Add
the ribbon, nose, mouth
and eyes.
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Step 4. Now go over the
whole bear with a dry
ochre pencil to produce
those rough hairs.
Finally, add something
for him to sit on.
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Find out more about learning to
draw and paint from my website:
www.learntodo.co.uk

