Paint Your Own
Christmas Card
These colourful cards will cheer
everyone up at Christmas time.
The techniques involved are very
simple – watch the video to see
how it is done and then follow the
steps below to create your own
version.
You will need:
Paper: Good quality watercolour
paper (140lb/300gm is best)
Paints: any colours you like!
Brushes: A small round and a
medium round
Other: Masking fluid and a fine
tipped black waterproof pen.
Place your paper on a sloping board
at an angle of about 20-30
degrees.

I used a piece of watercolour paper that was 11” x
15” and was able to paint two cards alongside each
other as shown here.
Measure the size of your envelopes and then draw
two rectangles on your watercolour paper which are
just a little smaller, one above the other.
The picture is painted in the bottom half and the card
will be folded along the middle line.
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Here’s the drawing which is based
on a series of circles and curves.
You can either trace the drawing
from the templates given on page 4
or draw your design freehand.

Use an old brush to put a spot of masking
fluid over the star, and wait for this to dry.
Meanwhile mix up two generous puddles of
paint, one orange and one yellow.
Use a medium sized brush to paint a
horizontal band of orange at the top of the
sky. If your paper is on a slope there
should be a puddle of orange paint at the
bottom of the line. Quickly wash off the
brush, pick up some yellow and paint a
horizontal line just touching the bottom of
the orange one. Wash the brush again and
repeat with yellow paint.
Finally dab off any puddles of paint from
the bottom with a dry brush.

Paint Mary’s veil with a graded wash. Start at
the top with cerulean blue and then about
halfway down change to ultramarine blue.
This will create the effect of light and dark.
Repeat this on other areas of her dress.
Use the same technique to colour in some of
the other parts of the picture, whilst painting
other parts in flat washes of one colour. This
will add variety and interest to your picture.

Paint the hills with a variegated
fading wash. Put a dark green colour
along the top of the hill, then wash
your brush and use clean water to
soften the bottom edge of the green.

The finished picture. Have fun painting this one, it is a very relaxing and enjoyable process!

Variations:
Here is another design, this time based on straight lines. I have kept the background simple and used blues
and purples to create the effect of the background being in the back. The three kings are painted in yellows,
reds and oranges so that they come forward and are separated from the background.
Either use these designs as they are or use them as a springboard for your imagination and come up with
your own variations on this colourful theme.
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